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1. DCI-IS HOLDS INFORMAL TRAINING SESSION ON CHILD LABOUR
The Child Labour Desk of DCI-International Secretariat organised a training session on child labour which was held from January 12-14, 2004. The main aim of the workshop was to receive feedback and an objective evaluation of the preliminary draft of a training manual that the Child Labour Desk proposed as a guideline for NGOs and other interested individuals. The three chapters of the manual were evaluated during the three days of the workshop through open discussions and group activities that revealed the strengths and the weaknesses of the manual. Another aim of the session was to provide a platform to discuss the child labour phenomenon and appropriate intervention strategies. The session also provided members of DCI Sections to meet and share their thoughts and experiences on child rights and child labour. 

The participants included five representatives of different DCI sections: Mr. Josué Baloma (DCI-Cameroon), Mr. George Oppong (DCI-Ghana), Ms. Ana Panceva (DCI-Macedonia), Mr. Fernando Sabogal (DCI-Columbia) and Mr. Ernesto Delgado (DCI-Ecuador) and one partner member of DCI - Mr. Altin Hazizaj of Children’s Human Rights Centre of Albania (CRCA). Mr. Jorge Vila (Chairperson of DCI-Bolivia and Chairperson of the DCI Movement) was present on the final day of the training session and provided some concluding comments. The facilitator of the workshop, Mr. Karl Hanson, who acted as a consultant during the elaboration of the training manual conducted the training session and provided his perspective on child labour to the group. 

On the first day, the session focused on identifying child labour as well as on the reactions to child labour as encountered in international instruments and by specialists. For the first group activity, entitled Legal Definitions on child labour and child work, the participants were asked to give their own opinions and definitions on light and hazardous work and then compared them with those found in the CRC, Convention No.138 and Convention No.182 - international instruments relevant to child labour. The participants’ definitions revealed the importance of the cultural differences from one country to another. For example, the participants from Latin America put great emphasis on the existence of a strong concept of community when they defined the above-mentioned concepts as opposed to the more ‘individualistic’, European point of view.

For the second activity, Beneficial and detrimental aspects of child work and labour, the participants listed some common beneficial and detrimental aspects of light and hazardous work. The view shared by all the participants was that any work affecting the children’s rights needed to be considered prejudicial to the child’s development.

The last activity of the day, Children’s right to work?, started with showing a video entitled “Time to listen” on the 1996 Declaration of Kundapur. Then, the participants decided on which of the Declaration’s 10 points they would ‘most agree’ or ‘most disagree’ with. Although most of the participants were against the rights to work, it was found that they had no real objections to any of the points. But there was some difficulty in agreeing with points No. 2 (“we are against the boycott of products made by children”), and No. 10 (“we are against exploitation at work, but we are in favour of work with dignity and appropriate hours, so that we have time for education and leisure”) which was seen to focus more on the right to work and not enough on going to school. 

On the second day, the session started with the participants’ feedback on DCI ‘s position on child labour. This was followed by two activities related to the second chapter, ‘Working with Children’. 

The main points discussed were related to the emphasis put on work as a right and working in dignity as well as on the reality of child work, as encountered in the participants’ native countries. The participants argued that there is a need to regulate child labour effectively because in many developing countries, major economic problems leave many children without much choice but to work in order to support themselves and their families. As long as there is no effective legal protection functioning for them, children will be vulnerable to economic exploitation. Despite that in the long run, there is a common will to abolish child work, the realities of each country have to be taken into account for a short term perspective. 

For the first activity of the day, Communicating with children, the objective was to determine the skills required for working with children. Within each group, the participants drew up a list of common factors facilitating communication (eye contact, asking clear and simple questions, establishing mutual trust etc.) and factors obstructing communication (asking closed questions, making false promises etc.).

Before moving on to the next activity, Mr. Hanson discussed four perspectives on child participation (education for democracy, consulting citizens, active contribution to the society and contribution to the decision making process). Even though it is accepted that the word “participation” is not expressly mentioned in the CRC, it is implied through other articles of the CRC such as freedom of expression, access to information, freedom of association. Mr. Delgado added that participation rights should be based on the best interests of the child and that they should be allowed to participate from an early age.

The second activity, Child participation award, required each group to propose a project that would give a good example of how children can be involved in projects concerning their rights. The existing project that DCI-Columbia proposed, ‘Children teaching adults about their rights’, was largely appreciated since it led to the creation of three different micro-projects that were seen to have achieved the declared aim of raising public awareness on children’s rights.
In the beginning of the last day of training, Mr. Norberto Liwski from DCI Argentina and member of the Committee for the Rights of the Child gave an overview of the Committees’ work to the participants. The final activity consisted of the elaboration of a child labour project with partners, as a practical application of chapter 3 of the training manual, Working with Partners and the Community. In closing, Mr. Jorge Vila of DCI-Bolivia gave a brief speech. 

Mr. Liwski underlined in his speech the importance of DCI experience for the Committee’s work, the need of designing coherent national strategies in order to eradicate poverty (as a main cause of child labour), and the ongoing inter-cultural debate between the concepts of working in a dignifying manner and the right not to work at all.

For the activity, Elaboration of a child labour project with partners, the groups developed a particular project for working children, bearing in mind the necessity to collaborate with different partners. Through the projects presented at the end of the activity, the participants tried to find the best ways to pay greater attention to the views of children, involving partners at the same time would help the development of the projects.

Mr. Jorge Vila’s closing remarks referred to DCI-Bolivia position regarding working children, who should be seen as human beings, enjoying the same rights as adults. According to him, work is dignifying for every person’s self esteem and consequently, children and adolescents should be allowed to work too, having proper legal protection on their side. Denouncing all forms of child exploitation, DCI-Bolivia argues that the child labour issue should be placed within the political, economic and socio-cultural context of each country and interpreted as a dynamic concept, unique in each country. 

Once the training manual on child labour for NGOs will be published, further information will be provided and circulated.

2. DCI’S CHILD PARTICIPATION AND CHILD LABOUR PROJECT IN GHANA
As part of an endeavour created by the Child Labour Desk of the International Secretariat to raise public awareness on child labour and child rights, DCI-Ghana was chosen (among four other countries) to implement a ‘child participation and child labour project’ from July 2003-December 2003. The project entitled ‘Child Participation and Child Labour: Children Raise Awareness within their Community on Children’s Rights and Child Labour’ was implemented in Kumasi, Ghana. The objectives of the project were to: (a) empower children to promote the rights of the child and raise awareness on child labour and (b) ‘encourage children themselves to contribute to the fight against child labour by raising awareness on children’s rights and child labour within their community and society’. 

The project targeted two groups of individuals. As a first step: 80 children, aged between 8 and 12 who were at risk of, or had previously been involved in child labour, were chosen. And as a second step, the general public (including other children, parents, teachers and political authorities who would benefit from the efforts made by the first target group) was selected. Eight teachers were chosen to oversee the implementation of the project and chose the 80 children who would read the book ‘The World of Working Children’ and develop their own micro-projects. 

This book was developed by the International Secretariat and contains introductory information on child labour and its worst forms, the rights of the child and on child participation. The book also includes activities and exercises that children can carry out in order to improve their knowledge on children’s rights and child labour. 

In Ghana, in order to render the project more effective, DCI-Ghana held a two-day training workshop for teachers so that they could be introduced to the concepts in the book and then be able to, in turn, introduce the concept of child labour and child participation to their students. Nine teachers – three from three different schools, attended the workshop. The overall response to this workshop was a positive one as the participants were seen to have understood their role in the implementation of the project and showed motivation to apply the knowledge they had gained with their students. 

The book was distributed to ‘reading clubs’ – groups of students and teachers who would read the book together in order to better understand the concepts in the book and the overall project. The clubs would gather every Friday afternoon after classes and every Saturday morning to read the book together. The DCI-Ghana monitoring team (comprising three members of DCI-Ghana) and an educational consultant visited the reading sessions to observe the reading and how the children did the exercises as well as offered suggestions where necessary. 

After the reading of the book was completed, each group was asked to submit a project proposal that outlined the type and number of activities they wanted to implement. Ten programme activities submitted by the children were approved for implementation during the project period. Due to the financial and time constraints, these projects were selected but the clubs agreed that they could continue to elaborate more creative and original sensitisation strategies after the project period. The projects included Drama, Letters to the Authorities, Letters to Parents, Club and Art Exhibition, Video Drama, Video Show, Brass Band Procession amongst others. 

The next phase was to then draw up proposals including a suggested timetable and budget to submit to DCI-Ghana. DCI-Ghana then discussed the proposals and agreed with the teachers and children on the activities. Funds were then sent to the clubs for them to begin their activities. 

All the activities were differed greatly from one group to another with the same aim – to raise awareness amongst themselves and their community on the rights of the child, child labour and child participation. One group called ‘Freedom Fighters’ developed a drama piece in which the challenges being faced by poor families were depicted and showed the ways in which poverty leads to cases of child labour. Another group spread their message differently by organising a brass band procession through the streets of Kumasi. They held placards and signs promoting the rights of the child and condemning the exploitation of children and distributed leaflets and flyers. The public is said to have responded favourably the activity. 

All in all, the project is seen by DCI-Ghana to have been a success. The children enjoyed reading the book and working on elaborating a project. The major setback was the time allocated to the implementation of the micro-projects for which they found it difficult to implement all their plans. The teachers seemed to have understood the main concepts in the book well and this was shown through the great interest they took in reading the book with the children and the ways in which they explained these concepts to the children. They also ensured child participation in all the proposed activities. It is now hoped that with so many children given the opportunity to learn about children’s rights and child labour, they will be able to have a greater influence on wider society in promoting children’s rights. 

3. NEWS IN BRIEF

· For the first time in the four-year history of the World Social Forum (WSF), the issue of Child Rights was discussed. The WSF was held in Mumbai, India from January 16-21, 2004. It was seen as an opportunity for activists to discuss globalisation, social exclusion, racism and other human rights-related issues. With regards to children’s issues, concerns such as: children in conflict with the law; disability; child trafficking; homelessness etc. were discussed. Panel discussions were organised in which international and national speakers - both adults and children were present. A key panel discussion was held on January 18, 2004 entitled 'Children's Rights in a Globalizing World - Making the World fit for all children. Who is accountable? Who is responsible?' Three adults speakers and nine child speakers were expected to hold this discussion in front of an expected audience of 4000 people (of which half are expected to be children).
Source: http://www.wsfindia.org/event2004/more.php?myvar=1068
http://www.choike.org/nuevo_eng/informes/1550.html
· As a follow-up to the article of the November 2003 issue of the Child Labour Desk newsletter, on the detention of Mr. Daoud Dirawi, Child rights lawyer and Juvenile Justice Programme Coordinator of DCI-Palestine, the Child Labour Desk would like to provide some additional information with regards to his case. Mr. Daoud Dirawi is being detained by the Israeli authorities. DCI-Israel has made several attempts in obtaining his release, including writing letters to the Israeli authorities and launching an appeal that was made after Mr. Dirawi was arrested. This appeal was rejected. Mr. Dirawi is still in Israeli custody. For more information, please contact Dr. Philip Veerman, DCI-Israel, E-mail: info@dci.org.il
Source: correspondence with DCI-Israel

· There have been reports that the President of the Philippines is being urged by members of the entertainment industry to veto the Anti-Child Labour Bill that is in its final stages and awaiting the President’s signature. This resistance is mainly due to certain provisions contained in the bill that prohibits night work and restricts the number of working hours for children. Ms. Cecilia Flores-Oebanda, President of Visayan Forum Foundation, stated that it would be a ‘political blunder on the part of the Arroyo Administration’ for it to veto the bill. The Philippines has ratified the CRC, Minimum Age Convention No. 138 and Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention No. 182 and has been commended by the UN and the ILO for its policies concerning the elimination of child labour. If the Child Labour Bill is passed, it would be the first in the Southeast Asian region to serve as an ‘enabling law’ on these international instruments. 
For more information, please contact: Visayan Forum Foundation Inc., Southeast Asia Regional Secretariat, 2973 Lamayan Street, Sta. Ana, Manila, Philippines 1009; Tel: (+632) 562.78.10, (+632) 562.71.20, (+632) 562.78.21 Fax: (+632) 563.45.14
Source: Visayan Forum Foundation December 5, 2003
4. UPCOMING EVENTS
27 – 31 JANUARY

The International Conference on War-Affected Children

Organiser: ICOYAV Global Youth Agency 

Location: Guinea-Bissau 
The conference is held with the intention of involving young people in discussions concerning their future, and reviewing the progresses made so far in protecting war affected children.

Information and contact: E-mail: icoyav_anitasmith2003@washington.usa.com or ico_anitasmith2003@yahoo.com; Fax: +1-801-515-4713

17 FEBRUARY

Exhibition – Young Lives Today

Organisers: Community Care and 0-19

Location: Manchester, UK

This exhibition features over 60 artists, an interactive seminar and a keynote panel discussion focussing on good practices in the care of children and young people. 

Information and Contact: Pavilion, Tel: 0870 161 3505, Fax: 0870 161 3506, Email: info@pavpub.com, Website: www.pavpub.com  

3-6 MARCH

North Africa and Middle East Civil Society Forum on Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Street Children

Organiser: The Consortium for Street Children, UK

Location: Hope Village, Egypt

The objective of the forum is to network and share experiences, identify good practices of work with street children and formulate policy recommendations on street children.

Information and contact: Unit 306 Bon Marche Centre, 241-251 Ferndale Rd London SW9 8BJ United Kingdom; Website: www.streetchildren.org.uk
4-7 MARCH

Just Act! Canadian Youth for International Justice Conference

Organisers: War Child Canada

Location: Ottawa, Canada

The War Child Canada’s annual spring event will be held in order for youth and educators to discuss human security issues and ways in which to create useful awareness-raising and fundraising campaigns. 

Information and Contact: War Child Canada, Tel: 001 416 971 7474, Fax: 001 416 971 7946, Email: info@warchild.ca, Website: www.warchild.ca 

18 APRIL – 2 MAY 

World Meeting of Working Children’s Movements 2004

Organisers: World Movement of Working Children [*please note change*]
Location: Berlin, Germany

This meeting is being held with the intention of bringing working children’s organisations greater visibility within the child labour debate and to attain international recognition as real voices of working children around the world. 

Information and Contact: info@pronats.de
10-13 MAY 

Children’s World Congress on Child Labour

Organisers: Global March Against Child Labour

Location: Florence, Italy

500 children including former and current child labourers and around 100 child activists from different countries are expected to participate in the event in order to express their ideas and views on their experiences as child workers. NB: deadline for applications to participate in this event is January 15.

Information and Contact: Global March Against Child Labour, Tel: 91-11-2622 4899, Fax: 91-11-2623 8919, E-mail: worldcongress@globalmarch.org, Website: http://www.globalmarch.org/worldcongress/
5. RESOURCES, PUBLICATIONS AND USEFUL WEBSITES
Amparita S. Sta. Maria (2002) Study on Legal Protection of Child Domestic Workers in Asia Pacific. The study examines the child domestic workers from a legal perspective, focusing on the existing labour laws and on available enforcement mechanism in addressing the issue. For online version of this research study, please go to:

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/publ/childdomestic/study_child.pdf
Website: http://www.ilo.org/childlabour
Biggeri, M.; Mehrota, S. (2002) The Subterranean Child Labour Force: subcontracted home based manufactory in Asia. This paper draws on surveys carried out in India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, where production of manufactured goods is subcontracted to home-based workers widely. It examines the incidence of child work in such households, the child’s schooling, reasons why children are working, their work conditions, health, and gender issues. For on line version of this publication, please go to: http://www.unicef-icdc.org/publications/pdf/iwp96.pdf Website: http://www.unicef-icdc.org/publications
Cook, C.; Hanieh, A.; Kay, A. (2004) Stolen Youth: the politics of Israel’s detention of Palestinian children. This is the first book that takes a detailed look at the incarceration of Palestinian children in Israel. It is a compilation of first-hand information provided by NGOs and human rights groups in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and also includes interviews with children who have been imprisoned. For more information, please contact: DCI-Palestine Tel: (+972) 2 240 7530 Fax: (+972) 2 240 7018 E-mail: dcipal@palnet.com Website: http://www.dci-pal.org

Pflug, B. (2002) An overview on child domestic workers in Asia. This book examines the child domestic labour issue in Asia (e.g. working conditions, risks, consequences), the causes of the problems, possible policy responses and programme intervention. For online version of this book, please go to: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/publ/childdomestic/overview_child.pdf
Website: http://www.ilo.org/childlabour
ILO (2002) Eliminating the worst forms of child labour: a practical guide to ILO Convention No. 182. The handbook, intended as a practical understanding of the child labour issue, provides a general overview of what parliamentarians should do to contribute to the elimination of the worst forms of child labour. For online version of this book, please go to: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/publ/ipu_2002_gb_web.pdf
Website: http://www.ilo.org/childlabour
Save the Children Sweden (2003) Combat all forms of discrimination against boys and girls in South America. Reference guide. This guide analyses: the child as a rights holder; the protection mechanism of children and adolescents in South America; and cases by country where discrimination issues were raised. The objective of the guide is to find ways to combat the discrimination against boys and girls in South America. For online version of this guide, please go:

http://www.scslat.org/newsletter/2003/12/eng/index.htm
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