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1. CHILD LABOUR AT THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, 35TH SESSION
The 35th session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child was held in Geneva, Switzerland from January 12-30, 2004. The Committee reviewed and discussed the reports of Indonesia, Guyana, Armenia, Germany, The Netherlands and Aruba, India, Papua New Guinea, Slovenia and Japan. Child labour was discussed in some detail in relation to some country reports. A summary of those discussions relating to child labour are provided below particularly in relation to changes in legislation and other attempts to implement the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in order to reduce the occurrence of child labour in these states. The issues of child sexual exploitation and children involved in armed conflict were discussed briefly in relation to some states parties’ reports and these discussions are also included below. In addition, we take a closer look at education in relation to the issue of child labour. 

Indonesia: Indonesia has ratified ILO Convention No.182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour (C182) and has launched national plans of action to combat child labour, trafficking in women and children, and the commercial sexual exploitation of children. However, Indonesia has not yet ratified the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, but stated that it intends to ratify both of them in 2005. With regards to education, the Delegation said that it is regarded as a national priority and comes under the central Government’s budget. At the moment, primary education is not entirely free but the poorest families were exempt from paying school fees. Special schools cater to the education needs of street children. Dissemination of the CRC is being undertaken through incorporating child rights into school curricula and placing importance on listening to the views of the child. With regards to children in armed conflict, the Delegation said that there had, regrettably, been some reports of separatist groups using child soldiers. 

Guyana: The CRC was ratified by Guyana in 1991 but it has yet to ratify the two Optional Protocols. It has signed C182 but the Committee pointed out that the ILO’s report on child labour suggested an increase in child labour and a lack of monitoring. The Delegation pointed out that while there are instances of child labour, the ILO report remained problematic since the writer spent only two weeks surveying the child labour situation in the country. The Committee expressed concern regarding the high drop-out rate from schools, especially among boys, and the low teacher to student ratio. The Delegation said that universal secondary education was to be introduced by the end of 2004. The Committee suggested that further progress could be made in enhancing the quality of education by developing a new education Act. With regards to Amerindian children, the Delegation informed the Committee that there are primary schools in each village and secondary schools are found within the vicinity.

Armenia: Armenia has not yet ratified ILO Convention No. 138 on a Minimum Age for Employment (C138) nor C182. It has not ratified the two Optional Protocols to the CRC either. At the moment, it is formulating a new labour Code and once this code has been adopted, Armenia will ratify C138 and C182. The Committee had noticed that school attendance rates had dropped and that the quality of and access to education was poor.  The Delegation replied that child support payments encourage families to send their children to school and assist them with costs. The marked reduction in the number of teachers and the impacts of this on the quality of schooling was explained as being mostly due to retirement and said that efforts were being made to raise teachers’ salaries in the coming years. The Delegation also remarked that it was often difficult to find non-Armenian teachers and teaching materials to meet the educational needs of children belonging to ethnic minorities. The Delegation commented that there had been an overall drop in the number of street children as a result of NGO efforts. Although a new criminal code had made child trafficking an offence, the Committee feared that not enough was being done to tackle the problem. 

Germany: The issue of child labour was not discussed. One of the main concerns expressed by the Committee was related to governance in Germany. Decentralisation has augmented autonomy at the state or länder levels. Implementation of the CRC, including education policy, is entirely under the jurisdiction of the länder, leaving the federal government with little control. 

Netherlands and Aruba: The issue of child labour was not discussed in the case of the Netherlands nor of Aruba. With regards to Aruba, school enrolment rates remain high and education has always been free. The Delegation pointed out that the government is attempting to pass a law on compulsory education. The Delegation said that whilst efforts are being made to incorporate Papiemento, the national language of Aruba into the school system by, for example, using Papiemento throughout primary education, Aruba is still dependent on the Netherlands for secondary and higher education material, making it necessary to continue to use Dutch in Aruban schools. 

India: The issue of child labour was brought up repeatedly by the Committee. It was difficult, however, to ascertain the real situation of working children in India. Although the Committee noted the significant changes that India has made with regards to implementing the CRC, the fact that there are some 400 million children in India make it a real challenge. But despite the fact that India is home to so many children, C138 and C182 have not been ratified. According to the Delegation, India believes it is necessary to ensure that national laws conformed to the international standards before ratifying the ILO Conventions. With regards to C138, the Delegation stated that while there is a large number of working children in India, it is not necessarily practical to set a minimum age for all forms of employment. The Committee suggested putting this under review and urged the State Party to ratify both ILO Conventions as soon as possible. The Committee also urged the State Party to ratify the two Optional Protocols to the CRC and make efforts to ensure that there are enough trained labour inspectors to monitor the situation of working children. Significant changes have been made towards improving education in India including an increase in budgetary expenditure. But the universal education bill has been on the parliamentary agenda for many years and although it was adopted in 2002, it was not clear to what extent it had been integrated. The Delegation said that whilst the bill had been adopted in 2002, legislation for the implementation of the bill has not yet been adopted. 

Papua New Guinea: The Committee was pleased to note that C138 and C182 had been ratified but remained concerned about the number of girls working as domestic servants. The Delegation informed the Committee that this practice was sanctioned under customary law which makes addressing the issue problematic. Papua New Guinea has yet to ratify the two Optional Protocols to the CRC. The Delegation said that NGOs had played a very active role in providing counselling and other services for children affected by the armed conflict in Bougainville. The Committee noted the high number of child prostitutes in Papua New Guinea and the Delegation said that the government was in the process of adopting and providing training on the Stockholm Declaration and the Agenda for Action Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children. With regards to education, it is neither free nor compulsory and enrolment rates range from 50-80% across the country. In addition, the dropout rate is high. 

Slovenia: Child labour was not discussed in detail. Slovenia has taken several important steps towards the implementation of the CRC. It recently withdrew its reservation to the first paragraph of article 9; has written a Civil Protection Act; and set in motion its National Development Programme. With regards to education, efforts are being made to integrate Roma children in the school system.

Japan: Japan has not yet ratified the two Optional Protocols to the CRC. However, the Committee was pleased to hear of the adoption of the Law on Punishing Acts related to Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and Protecting Children (1999). Still, the Committee had concerns about sexual abuse, particularly with regards to reports of the practice of ‘enjo kosai’ (compensated dating) and the low minimum age of consent which may encourage this practice. The Committee was glad to note Japan’s ratification of C182 but had questions regarding the exception Japan has made to children involved in the entertainment industry. The Delegation assured the Committee that whilst younger children were allowed to work in the entertainment industry, child protection measures were in place, including the prohibition of children working during schools hours. 

Source: summaries of the discussions of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. For the Committee’s concluding observations, please go to:

http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/crc/doc/session35.htm 

2. ECLT’S CHILD LABOUR PROJECT IN MALAWI 
A project that has been supported and funded by ECLT in Malawi has displayed ‘substantial results’ with regards to reducing child labour. The four-year programme, that has just completed its first phase, runs from 2002-2006 with the aim of addressing the root causes of child labour, mainly poverty, by improving the general living conditions of children and of their communities in 60 villages in Dowa and Kasungu districts. This programme called ‘Malawi TECS Project’ is coordinated, monitored and supervised by the TECS (‘Together Ensuring Children’s Security’), a small local structure that was set up by the Tobacco Exporters’ companies operating in Malawi. 

It has been estimated that child labour is common in Malawi where children are found to be working in a variety of activities, from agriculture to domestic work to the informal sector. Predominantly, agricultural activities employ the largest number of children in Malawi. According to a research study that was published in 2002 by SODECO (Social Development Consultants), the number of children working on tobacco estates is particularly high. It is estimated that 2.5 million children live on large-scale tobacco farms alone. 

The programme has four project components, each designed to help in achieving the goal of reducing child labour. These include an education component, improving water and sanitation facilities, improving food quality and security through the management of natural resources and improving health. The health aspect of the programme is being developed and should be implemented in the upcoming phase of the project. 

An external evaluation of the programme has just been completed and showed positive results in reducing child labour in tobacco farming communities in the Dowa district. Wtih regards to education, the evaluation has shown that there has been a 32% increase in school enrolment and a 64% decrease in dropout rate. The provision of safe water through the provision of shallow wells has reduced the incidence of water-borne diseases and children spend less time collecting water. Irrigation schemes set up by the programme has improved food security among the communities and has decreased the reliance on children’s additional incomes. According to the evaluation, a high level of ownership for the project has been shown along with participation and commitment among the communities involved.

ECLT has been encouraged by the first results of the programme as it reinforces its commitment to addressing child labour in tobacco-growing through raising awareness on child labour in rural communities, improving access to education and improving the living conditions of the communities with which it works. 

With the majority of working children being found in agricultural activities, tobacco growing employs a sizeable number of children too. The ECLT Foundation works toward the elimination of child labour in tobacco growing by collaborating with tobacco growers, trade unions and the corporate sector. ECLT believes that local solutions to the causes of child labour in the tobacco growing sector need to be found. These should be based on: the right of the child to benefit from a family life, education and safe upbringing; that no child under the minimum age stipulated in the relevant ILO Conventions should be employed in tobacco production; and that even if children are employed on family-run farms, their work should not interfere with their educational development.  

Sources: 

http://www.eclt.org/activities/tecsupdate04.html, last visited March 10, 2004
http://www.eclt.org/filestore/TECSProgramme.pdf, last visited March 17, 2004 

Social Development Consultants (2002) Child Labour in Tobacco Growing Areas in Uganda, available online at: http://www.eclt.org/filestore/BAT-Ugandareport.pdf, last visited March 15, 2004. 

3. NEWS IN BRIEF:
· The Right to Education Project (RTE) had a meeting on January 26, 2004 in Geneva, Switzerland to review the forthcoming edition of the publication At What Age?... Are school-children employed, married and taken to court (first published in 2002) in order to discuss the most effective ways in which to continue the work. It was organised with UNESCO International Bureau of Education (IBE) and its participants included individual scholars and representatives of Geneva-based organisations. On February 27, 2004 a private meeting was held with this group and the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The second edition will be available as of April 2004 and it will cover 157 countries. The first edition shows that 125 countries set the minimum age for criminal responsibility between 7 and 15. The discussions also examined the issues of overlap between education and work and child marriage. According to RTE, 69 countries have set minimum ages for school and work that overlap. Conclusions and recommendations of the meetings will be reflected in the second edition of At What Age?...Are school-children employed, married and taken to court?
Source: Right to Education Project, February 4, 2004

· The Council of Europe’s Directorate of Youth and Sport is offering financial assistance in support of local pilot projects on human rights education in order to actively contribute to the inclusion of human rights education in youth work and to encourage innovative practices and partnerships, both in formal and non-formal education contexts. It is hoped that through this initiative, the Youth Programme on Human Rights Education will have more visible and direct impact at the local level. Furthermore, this should allow for greater visibility of local efforts if their pilot projects are included in the European programme. 

NB: deadline for applications is April 1, 2004. For more information, please go to: http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Youth/ 

Source: SEECRAN March 15, 2004

· The new High Commissioner for Human Rights was named on February 20, 2004. Louise Arbour, a Canadian national and professor of law and judge, was Prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. She has also been on the Canadian Supreme Court since September 1999. The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan welcomed her.

Sources: 

http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/newsroom, February 20, 2004 

CRINMAIL

4. EVENTS: 
15 MARCH – 23 APRIL

60th Session of the Commission on Human Rights

Organiser: Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

Location: Geneva, Switzerland

Information and Contact: UNHCHR, 8-10 Ave. de la Paix, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland. Tel: +41 22 917 9000 

23-27 MARCH

African Regional Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect

Organiser: ISPCAN

Location: Nigeria

This conference will examine several issues affecting children in Africa, including: the effects of deadly diseases and AIDS as well as the denial of protection, development and participatory rights. It will provide an opportunity for policy makers and other professionals to discuss and share knowledge on these themes.

Information and Contact: Prof. Peter Ebigbo Email: pebigbo@infoweb.abs.net and Dr. Chika Ugochukwu, Email: chikagugo@yahoo.com, Website: http://www.ispcan.org  

26 MARCH

Pledge for Peace for Children: Reality or Hope

Organiser: Leeds Metropolitan University

Location: Leeds, UK

This seminar will focus on armed conflict and the rights of the child and will include discussions on responses to UN policy, the impacts of small arms on the rights of the child and the protection and empowerment of child survivors of conflict. 

Information and Contact: Eddie Halpin, Director of Praxis Centre, Leeds Metropolitan University, Priestly Building, Beckett Park, Leeds LS6 3QS, UK Email: e.halpin@leedsmet.ac.uk or visit: http://www.leedsmet.ac.uk/the_news/events/26march_poster.pdf 

26-28 MARCH

Young People Affected by Forced Migration and Political Crisis conference

Organisers: International Rescue Committee (UK); Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children; Refugee Studies Centre, Oxford; Save the Children and others

Location: Windsor, UK

This conference will be an opportunity for young people to discuss what ‘protection’ includes and how it can be ensured, with practitioners, policy makers and academics. Information and contact: Sandra Wilson, Cumberland Lodge, The Great Park, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 2HP, UK Tel: +44 1784 497781 Email: sandra@cumberlandlodge.ac.uk Website: http://cumberlandlodge.ac.uk or visit: http://crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp/ID=3970&flag=event 

31 MARCH-2 APRIL

3rd International Conference on Children’s Health and Environment

Organiser: Policy Interpretation Network on Children’s Health and Environment

Location: London, UK

It is hoped that this conference will provide an opportunity to discuss ways forward in providing healthy environments for children. Scientists, policy makers, medical professionals and other stakeholders should be attending.

Information and Contact: Peter van den Hazel, M.D., Int. Coordinator INCHES, Project Leader PINCHE, Email: info@pinche.hvdgm.nl Website: http://www.pinche.hvdgm.nl 

1-3 APRIL

Conference on Children and War

Organiser: University of Alberta

Location: University of Alberta, Canada

This meeting is part of a large-scale research project. The main theme of the conference will be the protection of children from war and rehabilitation of victims of armed conflict. 

Information and contact: Andy Knight, Email: andy.knight@ualberta.ca, or visit: http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/childrenandwar/agenda.php
19-23 APRIL

4th World Summit on Media for Children and Adolescents

Organisers: MIDIATIVA (Brazilian Center on Media for Children) and MULTIRIO (Municipal Multimedia Company of Rio de Janeiro)

Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

This event is an initiative of the World Summit on Media for Children Foundation, started in 1995 in Melbourne, Australia which converted into an international forum dealing with quality of media produced for children and adolescents, new technologies, public policies, legal and commercial agreements. For the first time, this event is being held in Latin America. 

Information and Contact: MULTIRIO, Executive Board of the 4th World Summit, Largo dos Leoes, 15-19 floor, Rio de Janeiro – RJ, 22260-210 Brazil, Tel: 0055 21 2528 8205, Tel/Fax: 0055 21 2537 3218, Email: brasil@riosummit2004.com.br
18 APRIL – 2 MAY 

World Meeting of Working Children’s Movements 2004

Organiser: World Movement of Working Children
Location: Berlin, Germany

This meeting is being held with the intention of bringing working children’s organisations greater visibility within the child labour debate and to attain international recognition as real voices of working children around the world. 

Information and Contact: info@pronats.de
19-25 APRIL

GCE Global Action Week

Organiser: Global Campaign for Education

Location: Worldwide

This year’s Global Action Week will provide an opportunity for children to make their views and opinions known to national and community-level authorities on their right to education. A Global Action Week 2004 Planning Pack can be downloaded from: http://www.campaignforeducation.org/_html/actionweek/2004-aw/frameset.shtml  Information and contact: Global Campaign for Education, c/o Education International, Bld. du Roi Albert II, 5 (8th floor), 1210 Brussels, Belgium; Tel: 32 (2) 224 06 11 Website: http://www.campaignforeducation.org 

5-9 MAY

Europe, Youth and Globalisation

Organiser: Council of Europe

Location: Strasbourg, France

The Council of Europe Directorate of Youth and Sport will host more than 400 young people to engage in a critical dialogue together with policy makers, academics, NGOs among other participants on how young people perceive the globalised world. 

Information and Contact: Directorate of Youth and Sport, European Youth Centre Strasbourg, 30, rue Pierre de Coubertin, F - 67000 Strasbourg Tel: + 33 3 88 41 23 00, Fax: + 33 3 88 41 27 77/78, E-mail: youth@coe.int, Website: http://www.coe.int/youth
http://www.training-youth.net (Partnership Programme with the European Commission) For more information on this event, please go to: http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Youth/1._News/News/096.asp#TopOfPage 

10-13 MAY 

Children’s World Congress on Child Labour

Organiser: Global March Against Child Labour

Location: Florence, Italy

500 children including former and current child labourers and around 100 child activists from different countries are expected to participate in the event in order to express their ideas and views on their experiences as child workers. NB: deadline for applications to participate in this event is January 15.

Information and Contact: Global March Against Child Labour, Tel: 91-11-2622 4899, Fax: 91-11-2623 8919, E-mail: worldcongress@globalmarch.org, Website: http://www.globalmarch.org/worldcongress/
13-15 MAY
Valorisation and Strategy Building Seminar for YOUTH programme multipliers in South East Europe

Organiser: SALTO-YOUTH South East Europe Resource Centre

Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The SALTO-YOUTH South East European Resource Centre is searching for three trainers to join the team of organisers for the seminar. [The application deadline is February 23, 2004.] It is hoped that the seminar will bring together 50 participants from all over South East Europe to discuss the achievements being made so far by several projects and to discuss ways in which to strengthen these efforts. 

Information and contact: For more information you can visit http://www.salto-youth.net/SEEmultipliers/ or contact see.youth@MLADINA.MOVIT.SI 

14-16 MAY

National Sweatfree Communities Conference

Organisers: SweatFree Communities

Location: Albany, New York, USA

This event is being organised for local anti-sweatshop activists working on persuading institutions to adopt sweatshop-free purchasing policies. It is hoped that it will provide an opportunity to discuss sweatfree procurement policies and how to enforce them. It will also be an opportunity for local activists to strengthen their links with each other. 

Information and Contact: Bjorn Claeson, SweatFree Communities, Tel: 207 262 7277 Email: info@sweatfree.org or visit: http://www.behindthelabel.org/campaigns/sfc 

5. RESOURCES, PUBLICATIONS AND USEFUL WEBSITES:
ADB (2003) Working with Street Children: exploring ways for ADB assistance. This paper examines development approaches as ways in which to provide assistance to street children, taking into account the existing needs of service provision. It also includes case studies and a list of main publications and websites dealing with street children. It is possible to download the document from: http://www.adb.org/Documents/Books/Street_Children/Working_Streetchildren/
Information and Contact: ADB Publications Unit, Fax: +632 636 2648, Email: adbpub@adb.org 

Amnesty International (2003) Democratic Republic of Congo: children at war. This report focuses on the use of child soldiers in the Great Lakes region. This report is available online at: http://web.amnesty.org/library/index/ENGAFR620342003 Website: http://www.amnesty.org 

Basic Education Coalition (2004) Teach a Child, Transform a Nation. This report discusses the situation of basic education in the world and the benefits that it can bring to a nation. This document is available online at: http://www.basiced.org/otherdocs/teach_a_child_as_printed.pdf Website: http://www.basiced.org 

CERC (2004) Child Poverty in France. This report completed by the Council for Employment, Income and Social Cohesion (CERC) focuses on the situation of child poverty and its causes in France. A summary of the report in English is available at: http://www.cerc.gouv.fr/rapports/sixpagesanglais.pdf The report is available in French in its entirety at: http://www.cerc.gouv.fr/rapports/rapport4cerc.pdf 

CSC (2004) Child Soldier Use in 2003. The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers has produced this report which shows that children have continued to be used as soldiers, sex slaves, labourers, porters and spies throughout the year 2003. It also contains recommendations to the Security Council in order to help it formulate solutions. This report can be downloaded from: http://www.child-soldiers.org/cs/childsoldiers.nsf/f30d86b5e33403a180256ae500381213/2e8d17b9344ab30780256e1c004b9fb2?OpenDocument Website: http://child-soldiers.org 

Human Rights Watch (2004) How to Fight, How to Kill: child soldiers in Liberia. This report consolidates information on children who fought in the civil war in Liberia. It argues that peace in West African countries can only be secured once child soldiers have successfully reintegrated into civil society. This report can be downloaded from: http://hrw.org/reports/2004/liberia0204/ Website: http://www.hrw.org 

Kimalu, P.K. (2004) The Decline in School Enrolment in Kenya. This paper documents the significant improvements in education that Kenya made since independence in 1963 and the decline in school enrolment from the mid-late ‘80s. The paper argues that this was largely due to reforms in school curriculum and the introduction of a cost-sharing policy. This document is available online at: http://www.gdnet.org/pdf2/gdn_library/awards_medals/2003/r_m/reforms_poor/kimalu_paper.pdf Website: http://www.gdnet.org/knowledge_base/gdn_library/index.html 

RESOURCES:
http://www.ucw-project.org/cgi-bin/ucw/Events/Main.sql
The UCW project – an inter agency initiative between UNICEF, the ILO and the World Bank provides an easily accessible database of past and upcoming events on child labour: including: conferences, seminars, workshops etc. 

http://www.un.org/issues/m-child.asp 

This webpage offers information and links on issues relating to children within the UN system.
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Defence for Children International – International Secretariat

P.O. Box 88

1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland 
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Email: dci.childlabour@bluewin.ch
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