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1. CHILDREN’S WORLD CONGRESS ON CHILD LABOUR 
The first Children's World Congress on Child Labour was held in Florence, Italy, from May 10-13. Organised by Global March Against Child Labour, the overall goal of this event was to empower children to lead worldwide efforts to end child labour and to ensure free, quality education for all.  For the first time, around 130 children- many of them past or present child workers representing nearly 50 countries -took centre stage drawing from their own experiences, their opinions and urging for action to end child labour. Unfortunately, 300 child representatives should have attended the Congress but at the last moment, many children  from parts of Africa, South America and Asia were denied a visa.

At the inaugural session, the Congress began with welcome speeches from Claudio Martini, the Mayor of Florence, and a keynote address by Kailash Satyarthi, Chairperson of Global March Against Child Labour, who emphasised the importance of the participation of children in eliminating child labour and in creating a world fit for children. Then, children's participation was illustrated through songs and dramatic theatre pieces about different child labour scenarios, facilitated by John Devaraj, an Indian artist. In the afternoon, adults had a panel discussion on the role of trade unions in their fight against child labour. Their interventions highlighted the positions and actions of different trade unions on child labour such as those on Education International and World Confederation of Labour. They underlined the necessity to work as a group and to initiate a dialogue with civil society. 

Four thematic workshops of children were also organised to discuss: the role of children in identification and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, child trafficking and sexual exploitation, quality education, and girl child labour and education. All the child delegates were divided into smaller groups to discuss the above-mentioned themes and had to think of answers to four questions: How do you see the situation of the theme?; What could be done by International Organisations to prevent child labour?; What do you expect from your government? What do you think you can do to change the situation? The children agreed upon several common issues and problems and expressed their views on them. They noted their concerns on the lack of awareness about various child labour situations by the general public and their governments; they also expressed concerns regarding girls who are deprived of proper education when compared to boys and that governments are not living up to their promises. They also pointed out that unless better options are presented (such as income generating opportunities), parents would continue to send their children to work.  

On the second day of the Congress, children and adults once again discussed separately the different themes related to child labour. Two sessions for the children were held: one on the worst forms of child labour in the different regions and a Round Table to share success stories and interventions by children in combating child labour. In the first one, children were divided into groups according to their region of origin. In those groups they had the opportunity to discuss the specific situation of child labour in their region and to find solutions to be taken up in this regard. Their discussions were very fruitful and their common presentation of the outcomes towards the end of the session reflected an in-depth understanding of the situation of their countries and viable strategies. During the second session, children gathered their own stories and initiatives that allowed them not to work anymore. 
At the same time, an adults’ round table on "the role and coherence of International Institutions¸ governments and social partners in combating child labour" took place.  Representatives from governments, international agencies, employers and trade unions unanimously agreed upon the importance of eliminating child labour. They also stated that proper coordination with each other is needed to improve their efficiency. The final session of the day: "Building a triangular paradigm for future actions", aimed at highlighting the link between poverty alleviation¸ illiteracy and elimination of child labour. Relevant speakers such as Assefa Bequele, Africa Child Policy Forum’ s Executive Director, and Ruth Kagia, World Bank, took the floor and stressed the fact that the impact of child labour efforts could be increased by getting institutions with different responsibilities to work towards the same objective. 

In the evening, ILO- IPEC presented the project SCREAM (Supporting Children's Rights through Education, the Arts and the Media). Through creative and innovative teaching methods, the SCREAM programme aims to inform children about the world in which they live with the focus on child labour, so that they can speak out on behalf of child labourers everywhere. The two theatre pieces on child labour, “From knees to Wings” and “Percosi minori”, by two Italian High Schools were illustration of the innovative role young people can play.
The 12th of May began with an accountability session, which gave the chance to children to put their demands to ministers from many countries and leaders of international organisations including the World Bank, ILO and international employer organizations. Their questions expressed their disappointment that countries sign international treaties such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child without respecting them. They urged governments to fulfil their obligations ensuring that child labour and education become both national and international priorities. For example, a question was asked to World Bank director Ad Melkert: “The World Bank's policy statements talk of free education. But what use is free education if parents still have to pay for things like school books and uniforms, which is a major expense for many poor families?” Then, Mr. Melkert acknowledged that this is still a big problem and said he would continue within the World Bank to put this point to governments.
During the Congress, 15 child representatives from every region were elected to be part of the final Declaration drafting committee, which took the main ideas from the various discussions children had had during the Congress. At the closing ceremony, the drafting committee read the final declaration to the audience. Their Declaration reflects the determination of all children to take actions to end child labour and demands amongst other things:  free, quality and compulsory education, the right to decent work for adults, the criminalisation of child labour, the establishment of a National Plan of Action to end child labour with the collaboration of children. 
The Congress was followed by a march attended by thousands of children and adults including many from schools and trade unions near Florence. By chanting slogans and carrying banners to end child labour and to demand education for all, they marched through the streets of the city. Child participation has been proved during this Congress to be a very valuable process for actions directed to eliminate child labour and to achieve education for all. What we can hope for now is a follow-up on the decisions and recommendations made during the Congress and that child participation can be increased and improved.

For more information on the Children's World Congress on Child Labour and the Final Declaration, go to: http://www.globalmarch.org/worldcongress
2. WORLD DAY AGAINST CHILD LABOUR 2004
The third World Day Against Child Labour was held on June 11, 2004 and was marked during the 92nd Session of the International Labour Conference in Geneva, Switzerland at the Palais des Nations. The event was held in the morning from 11:30a.m. – 13:00 p.m. and was attended by ILO Director General, Mr. Juan Somavia and IPEC Director, Mr. Frans Röselaers amongst other distinguished speakers. June Kane, author of the ILO report entitled: ‘Helping Hands or Shackled Lives? Understanding child domestic labour and responses to it’ was also present. 

The report defines child domestic labour as “…situations where children perform domestic tasks in the home of a third party or ‘employer’ under exploitative conditions (long working hours with no or little wages, for example, or below the minimum working age).” The report cites poverty as the context in which many children find themselves compelled to work in order to help their families survive. Poverty may not be an ‘absolute state’ but rather a situation in which families may find themselves where they are unable to meet the expenses over a period of time or due to specific circumstances, e.g. drought, repaying a loan etc. 

The theme for this year’s day against child labour was child domestic labour and the day’s events at the UN began with the showing of a brief film depicting the life stories of a few children who are in domestic service around the world. Following the film, Mr. Somavia made a few opening remarks. His message was clear: “Nearly all [domestic child labourers] are exploited, exposed to hazardous work and subject to abuse…this must stop now.” Apart from the physical strain caused by the various tasks many of these children carry out each day and from the long hours many of them are required to work, they also suffer from intense loneliness, depression and from other psychological effects attributed to the alienating nature of domestic work. Mr. Somavia pointed out that a significant challenge to detecting domestic child labour is it’s ‘invisible’ nature, i.e. that it goes on in private homes, behind closed doors where inspections and monitoring are very difficult to carry out. He also said that we, as adults, have a responsibility to protect children from exploitation. 

The Special Secretary on Human Rights of Brazil, Mr. Nilmario Miranda, then made a brief statement in which he spoke about the efforts being made in his country to combat child labour. This includes a new plan to be launched on June 14, 2004 for the protection of child and adolescent workers and the elimination of child labour. Mr. Rene Soriano, the President of the Employers’ Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP) made a brief statement in which he informed those present of the strategies ECOP has undertaken in order to eliminate child labour in the Philippines.

Sir Leroy Trotman, Chairman of the Worker’s Group of the Governing Body of the ILO made the important point that the trade union movement must not be forgotten in the literature about child labour. He also mentioned that whilst ILO Convention No.182 may be ratified by currently 150 states, making it one of the fastest ratified conventions in ILO history since the creation of the convention in 1999, we must also be able to couple ratification with effective implementation. 

Ms. Vicky Medard Kanyoka of CHODAWU, Tanzania and Ms. Mary Cunneen, Director of Anti-Slavery International in London, both provided information on their organisations’ efforts in eliminating child labour. Mr. Jean-Robert Cadet, a well-known professor and former Haitian ‘restavek’ (domestic servant) made some comments on the situation of children in Haiti who find themselves in domestic service. He also spoke frankly about his own experience as a child in domestic service and the challenges that he managed to overcome. 

In addition to the events held in Geneva, the World Day was also celebrated in other parts of the world. The Children’s Human Rights Centre of Albania marked the day by making a presentation on child labour at the Forum for Children’s Rights at the Municipality of Tirana. This was followed by a children’s protest on June14, 2004 with the slogan: ‘Stop Child Labour in Albania’. Likewise, the World Day Against Child Labour was marked by a variety of events held all over the world to draw attention to the plight of children in domestic service.

Sources: 

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inf/pr/2004/28.htm , date last visited June 14, 2004

http://globalmarch.org/pressmedia/releases13.php3 , date last visited June 14, 2004

World Day Against Child Labour event at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland on June 11, 2004. 

Information & Research Centre for Children's Rights in Albania – IRCCRA newsletter issue No. 231, June 12, 2004

IPEC (2004) ‘Helping Hands or Shackled Lives? Understanding child domestic labour and responses to it.’ Geneva: IPEC

3. NEWS IN BRIEF:

· Child domestic work has been reported to be particularly widespread in the capital city of Ethiopia, Addis Ababa. Many children travel from southern Ethiopia to Addis Ababa in search of work in order to support their families back home. Poverty, lack of schooling opportunities in rural areas, an increasing number of orphans (many as a result of the impact of HIV/AIDS pandemic) and also ignorance regarding the risks of domestic work are amongst the main factors contributing to children becoming involved in domestic service. Government statistics estimate the number of children aged 5-17 who are employed at roughly 9 million of which 90% are in the agricultural sector. NGOs estimate that 84% of child domestic workers are girls of whom many are subjected to sexual abuse by their male employers. In addition, the number of street children has been estimated by NGOs to be around 600 000 in Ethiopia, with more than 100 000 concentrated in Addis Ababa alone. The lack of effective law enforcement has also had an impact on the prevalence of child labour in Ethiopia. Despite ratifying the ILO Conventions and adopting  a national convention to protect those under the age of 18, it seems that the structures necessary to implement these laws are not in place. 

Source: http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=41691&SelectRegion=Horn_of_Africa&SelectCountry=ETHIOPIA, Date last visited June 21, 2004

· Winrock International will issue within the next 30 days two different Requests for Proposals (RFP) for the Community-based Innovations to Reduce Child Labour Through Education (CIRCLE) project. Contracts will be given to local non-profit organisations in countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe where child labour is prevalent, for initiatives that ‘design, build on, and promote innovative, locally developed, and community-based pilot projects’. The first RFP will focus on targeted sectors of child labour whereas the second will be open to all sectors of child labour. The proposals should be able to address the reduction of child labour through education. To apply, the organisation must be a nationally-based NGO, registered according to the national laws and legislation. For more information, please visit: http://www.winrock.org/circle/index.cfm Email: jtrew@winrock.org 

Source: Winrock International, June 30 2004 

· A new labour survey in Zimbabwe will highlight the situation of working children and adult employment. 140 researchers are currently involved in a 3-week National Labour Force Survey conducted by the Central Statistical Office with the support of UNICEF. It is hoped that the survey will be able to provide a clearer estimate of how many children are involved in economic activity, the types of activities they are involved in, their working conditions and whether these are potentially detrimental to their physical, social and emotional development. It is also hoped that the information gathered from the survey will help in ascertaining the best ways in which to support households, especially those of vulnerable children. 

Source: http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=41638&SelectRegion=Southern_Africa&SelectCountry=ZIMBABWE, Date last visited June 21, 2004

4. EVENTS: 
28-30 JUNE

4th International Youth Dialogue (MIYD04): Youth Participation in Decision-Making Processes

Organisers: World Assembly of Youth

Location: Melaka, Malaysia

This event will provide a platform for young people to evaluate the impact that they have had in decision-making processes at various levels. It will also provide an opportunity for young people to learn how to participate effectively in these processes. 

Information and Contact (please mention name, organisation and country): ICYO (Indian Committee of Youth Organisations), Khare Apart. 194-A, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi 110029, India; Tel: 91 9811729093 Tel/Fax: 91 11 26183978; Email: icyo@icyo-india.org or visit: http://www.worldassemblyofyouth.org/index.htm 

4-8 JULY
3rd Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Learning (PCF3)

Organisers: Distance Education Association of New Zealand (DEANZ); Government of New Zealand; Commonwealth of Learning (COL) 

Location: Dunedin, New Zealand

This conference has the theme ‘Building Learning Communities for our Millenium: reaching wider audiences through innovative approaches’. It will provide an opportunity for participants to explore the ways in which open and distance learning technology may be applied to three main areas: education, health and local government. For further information, please visit: http://www.col.org/pcf3 Information and Contact: Conference Secretariat, Dunedin Conference Management Service Ltd, PO Box 1029, Dunedin, New Zealand Tel: 64 3 477 1377 Fax: 64 3 477 2720 Website: www.dcms.co.nz 

5-14 JULY

Capacity-Building for Roma Rights Advocacy Workshop

Organisers: European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) and Canadian Human Rights Foundation (CHRF)

Location: Budapest, Hungary

This workshop will be held over a period of ten days in order to develop the capacity of Romani leaders and human rights activists to better implement international, regional and national human rights instruments and mechanisms to advance the rights of Roma people. 

Information and Contact: European Roma Rights Centre, 1386 Budapest 62, P.O. Box 906/93, Hungary; Fax: 0036 1 413 2201 Email: summerworkshop@errc.org Website: http://www.errc.org 

21-24 JULY
XXIV World Congress of OMEP (World Organisation for Early Childhood Education)

Organisers: OMEP

Location: Melbourne, New Zealand

The theme of this congress is ‘One World, Many Childhoods – Strengthening Early Childhood International Links’. The event will be an opportunity to explore issues such as children in difficult circumstances, innovation in service delivery, indigenous children’s needs and services and children’s health and social services. 

Information and Contact: Congress Secretariat, Tel: +61394170888 Fax: +613 94170899 Email: omep@meetingplanners.com.au or visit:  www.omepaustralia.com.au
28 JULY
Children and Work

Organisers: School of Early Childhood and Primary Education, Institute of Education

Location: London, UK

This conference is intended for those working with and for children, in research, policy and practice, from the education, law and order, welfare, voluntary and commercial services. It aims to address issues surrounding the ways in which the contributions of the child within the home is percieved and how children perceive the work that they do in relation to the movement to end child labour. For more information, please contact: James O’Toole, School of Early Childhood and Primary Education, Room 402, Institute of Education, 20 Bedford Way, London WC1H 0AL, Tel: 0044 207 612 6588 Fax: 0044 207 612 6466 or visit: http://www.ioe.ac.uk/ecpe 

8-14 AUGUST
3rd World Youth Festival

Organisers: Consell Nacional de la Joventut de Catalunya, Consell de la Joventut de Barcelona, Forum Barcelona 2004 

Location: Barcelona

This event is being held for the third time with the participation of 10 000 young people from around the world. It has been organised by and for youth organisations worldwide and will provide a platform for young people to share their ideas and discuss their projects. 

Information and Contact: Technical Secretariat, World Youth Festival Barcelona 2004
C/Àvila, 48-50, 08005 Barcelona; Email: festivaljoventut@barcelona2004.org or visit: http://www.barcelona2004.org/festivaljoventut/eng/portada.htm 

17 SEPTEMBER

Day of General Discussion – Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood

Organisers: Committee on the Rights of the Child

Location: Palais Wilson in Geneva, Switzerland

This day of general discussion will focus on the youngest children and aims to raise awareness about the rights of the youngest children. Information and Contact: OHCHR, 8-14 Avenue de la Paix, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland Tel: (0041) 22 917 9000
20 SEPTEMBER – 8 OCTOBER

Training Programme in Child Rights, Classroom and School Management

Organisers: Lund University, Sweden

Location: Lund University, Sweden

This course, sponsored by the Swedish Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), is for those working with pedagogical support and development at the school level, intermediate level and central level in developing countries. NB: closing date for applications is May 14 2004. For more information, please go to: http://www.education.lu.se/sida/child.htm
Information and Contact: Richard Stenelo, Lund University Education, Magel Stora Kyrkogata 7A, Box 117, 221 00 Lund, Sweden; Tel: +46 46 222 0752 Fax: +46 46 222 0750 Email: richard.stenelo@education.lu.se 

4-7 OCTOBER

Youth Employment Summit (YES) Mexico 2004

Organisers: YES and Government of Mexico

Location: Boca del Rio, Veracruz, Mexico

This event is going to be YES Campaign’s ‘first Milestone Event’ in evaluating the progress that has been made in ensuring employment for young people. 

Information and Contact: YES Campaign Secretariat, Education Development Center Inc., 55 Chapel Street, Newton MA 02458-1060 Tel: 001 617 618 2743 Fax: 001 617 618 2937 Email: info@yesweb.org Website: http://www.yesweb.org or visit: http://www.yesweb.org/mexico/index.html
19-23 OCTOBER

Child trafficking: a fatality? From field reality to better pratices.

Organisers: Institut international des Droits de l’Enfant in collaboration with Fondation Terre des Hommes

Location: Sion, Switzerland

This seminar will focus on linking theory and practice in the field of child trafficking. It will provide an opportunity for various actors including NGOs, jurists, state authorities, field workers etc. to come together to exchange experiences and to work towards increasing international action. For more information, please contact: Institut international des Droits de l’Enfant (IDE) c/o IUKB, P.O. Box 4176, CH 1950 Sion 4, Switzerland Tel: 0041 227 205 73 00 Fax: 0041 22 205 73 02 Email: ide@iukb.ch or visit: http://www.iukb.ch/english/ASS/Ide/form2.html 

17 NOVEMBER 
International Launch of the 2004 Global Report on the Use of Child Soldiers

Organisers: Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers

Location: worldwide

Simultaneous events are planned in New York, London, Bogota, Amman, Kampala and Bangkok to mark the launch of the Coalition’s Global Report for 2004. 

Information and Contact: Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, 2-12 Pentonville Road, London N1 9HF, UK. Tel: (0044) 207 713 2761 Fax: (0044) 207 713 2794 Website: www.child-soldiers.org 

26 NOVEMBER – 3 DECEMBER

International Interdisciplinary Course on Children’s Rights, 7th Edition

Organiser: University of Ghent

Location: Ghent, Belgium

This course shall attempt to examine the concept of children’s rights with a look at the history and origins of the idea and the main trends that it has gone through. The course shall include lectures as well as discussions and workshops. Deadline for application: August 15, 2004. 

Information and Contact: Kathleen Vlieghe, Children’s Rights Centre, University of Ghent, Henri Dunantlaan 2, B-9000 Ghent, Beligum, Tel: +32 9 264 62 85, Fax: +32 9 264 64 93, Email: kathleen.vlieghe@ughent.be
5. RESOURCES, PUBLICATIONS AND USEFUL WEBSITES:
DCI-Costa Rica and DCI-International Secretariat (2004) Contributions to Thoughts on Child and Adolescent Labour This publication edited by DCI-Costa Rica and DCI-International Secretariat includes five conceptual analyses of child labour issues. For more information, please contact: Child Labour Desk, DCI-International Secretariat Email: dci.childlabour@bluewin.ch  

Dottridge, M. (2004) Kids as Commodities? Child trafficking and what to do about it. This report, published by International Federation Terre des Hommes provides an overview of child trafficking and responses in reducing its occurrence. It includes a foreword by Graça Machel. This document is available online: http://tdh.ch/cms/fileadmin/site_uploads/e/pdf/projekte/schwerpunktthemen/DottridgeStudy_en.pdf For more information, please visit: http://tdh.ch/cms/Home.391.0.html?&L=1 

Human Rights Watch (2004) Turning a Blind Eye: Hazardous Child Labour in El Salvador’s Sugarcane Cultivation; This report produced by Human Rights Watch exposes the situation of children working on sugarcane plantations in El Salvador and the hazardous conditions under which many of them perform tasks. This document can be downloaded at: http://hrw.org/reports/2004/elsalvador0604/ For more information, please visit: www.hrw.org 

IPEC (2004) Helping Hands or Shackled Lives? Understanding child domestic labour and responses to it; Geneva: IPEC. ILO/IPEC released this report on the eve of the World Day Against Child Labour 2004. It provides information on the situation of children involved in domestic work around the world. It is available online: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/publ/download/cdl_2004_helpinghands_en.pdf For more information, please visit: www.ilo.org 

Peters, K./Institute for Security Studies (2004) Re-examining Voluntarism: youth combatants in Sierra Leone This report challenges the view of child soldiers as ‘victims’ who are unwilling to fight and argues that other economic, socio-political and educational conditions influence the reasons why children choose to join armed forces voluntarily. This document is available online at: http://www.iss.co.za/pubs/Monographs/No100/Contents.html Website: http://www.iss.co.za 
UN Programme for Youth (2004) Making Commitments Matter: a toolkit for young people to evaluate national youth policy This toolkit is intended for national youth organisations and/or representatives working with young people. It may be downloaded at: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/wyr/#toolkit or free printed copies may be ordered by sending an email with full postal address to: youth@un.org 

West, A. (2003) At the margins: street children in Asia and the Pacific This report aims to identify best practices in both developed and developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region concerning street children and the potential areas of intervention for the Asian Development Bank (ADB). This document is available online at: http://www.adb.org/Documents/Papers/Street_children__Asia_Pacific/SC_final.pdf For more information, please visit: http://www.adb.org 
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